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the first really thorough biography.1140 Admittedly he is a
less satisfactory guide to Burke's philosophy. On this, Parkin's
little volume, discovering the consistent moral background to
all Burke's thought, is more helpful.1141 Stanlis certainly ex-
aggerates in this search for consistency: he will have it that
Burke held to an ancient and 'correct3 view of natural law
which rationalism perverted, but forgets how flexibly Burke
adapted himself to the common parlance of the day.1142
Canavan, too, would forward the revisionist concept of Burke
as a systematic thinker.1143 But the reaction has been swift,
and Chapman, endeavouring to rescue Burke from the systems
and systematizers, brings back the old empiricist that we grew
up with.1144 Wilkins finds Burke burdened with a sort of
natural law theory' (conservative and a bit like Canavan's),
while Lucas firmly shows him to have been hostile to any mere
prescription, whether in natural or common law.1145 This
looks to be one argument that the outsider would be wise to
leave alone, at least until the combatants have arrived at more
agreed points. Meanwhile, a German dissertation collects all
Burke's sayings on law and justice;1148 Mahoney discourses
upon his relations with his native country, never forgotten
and never escaped from;1147 and Skalweit shows that Burke's
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